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Green way
to save our
crops from
bugs being
examined

A NEW international study
to find eco-friendly pesticides
which only target insects that
damage crops is being led in
Scotland.

Scientists at Glasgow
University are heading up an
international collaboration to
find treatments which will
make creatures such as
locusts, aphids and flies less
destructive.

A new European grant
worth 7 million Euros is being
ploughed into the research,
which is looking at turning
the insects own hormones
against them to alter their
behaviour or physiology.

Professor Shireen Davies,
of the Institute of Molecular,
Cell & Systems Biology at the
University of Glasgow who is
co-ordinating the project,
said: “Insects are the most
diverse class of life on earth,
and different insects can be
essential for, or highly damag-
ing to, agriculture, horticul-
ture and forestry.

“There is a pressing need,
not just for new insecticides
to combat resistance in pests,
but for more specific, ‘greener’
insecticides that target
damaging insects while spar-
ing beneficial ones.”

Professor Julian Dow, who
is also working on the project
at Glasgow, said: “A big
reason for the emergence of
pest insects is climate change
which is driving the spread of
‘alien’ pests to parts of the
world where they wouldn’t

normally be found.”
Biological threats such as
insects and disease account
for around 40 per cent of all
crop losses globally and by
2017 the world is expected to
spend more than $65 billion
annually on pesticides.
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